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ARRAN VISUAL ARTS (AVA)
Promoting the arts on Arran for 24 years

Our AVA workshop programme is open to anyone  
interested in Arts and Crafts.  

Learn a new skill from a professional tutor. 

Suitable for BEGINNERS and more EXPERIENCED

For more information about us,  
and for details of each workshop, visit our website:

www.arranvisualarts.co.uk

HOW TO BECOME A MEMBER OF  
ARRAN VISUAL ARTS

The cost of membership is £20 per annum, payable the end of March. 
Joining AVA entitles you to reduced workshop fees, see below.

You are also invited to show and sell your work at our  

ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
In 2025 this will be held in CORRIE & SANNOX HALL on 

Sat 24th May – WED 28th May
(See website for more information)

 FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT  
Jan McGregor: Tel: 01770 700249  Email: janmacgregor45@gmail.com

or Lesley Lockhart: Tel: 07500 006322  Email: lelloc09@googlemail.com

HOW TO BOOK A WORKSHOP
These can be booked at any time but it is recommended you book early  

as places fill up fast! Payment is by cash, cheque or  
BACS – Arran Visual Arts, Sort Code 80-05-84, Act No. 00115842,  

Please use your name as reference. 

Please note that a separate cheque/payment is required for each  
workshop – dated the same as the workshop date and made payable to  

'Arran Visual Arts'

Send your completed form and any cheques to: Kathleen Sowden
41 Murray Crescent, Lamlash KA27 8NS

Tel: 01770 600827  Email: kandssow@gmail.com

WORKSHOPS
Cost for Members: £35 per day 

 Cost for Non members: £45 per day
(There may sometimes be an 

additional materials cost).
All workshops are held at the  

Ranger Centre at Brodick Castle  
unless otherwise stated.



22nd February  DRAWING INTO DECORATION – David Wedge 
David has taught Art and Design for over 30 years, the last 25 at Arran High School. During his Fine Art Degree David studied 
across mediums including sculpture, photography, printmaking and drawing.

In this one day workshop participants will use a range of drawing techniques to make a series of studies that will be used to 
develop into decorative artworks. There will be something to inspire everyone! The workshop is suitable for all abilities, from 
absolute beginners to the more accomplished.

All materials will be provided. The workshop will take place in the Rangers Centre.

Sunday 23rd March  PAINTING SEASCAPES – Senja Brendon
Senja has over 26 years teaching experience and has her own gallery here on Arran. She exhibits in various galleries on the 
mainland and although very busy with shows and commissions, still finds time to support many of Arran's community events.

The morning will be spent discussing colour theory and experimenting with different palettes and techniques. In the afternoon 
you will have a chance to work on a freestyle piece (no references needed) with guidance from the tutor.

Please bring your own set of acrylics (or oil paint) and brushes if possible, and a canvas or board for your afternoon painting. 
An apron and some old rags would be useful. A small selection of materials will be available for those who need them.  
No experience required.

26th – 27th April  WILD LANDSCAPES – Gillian Park
Gillian is a fearless creative, author, award-winning artist and coach, known for her vibrant, expressive landscapes and fearless 
approach to creativity. Painting from her rural Ayrshire studio, she inspires others to break the rules, embrace joy and make art 
unapologetically their own.

A bold, 2 day, mixed media workshop where we will embrace chaos, experiment with unconventional tools and explore a range 
of mediums to uncover happy accidents. Layers of texture, splash and scrape will smudge your way to creating unexpected, 
expressive landscapes. Perfect for those ready to break free and get fearless with their art. No experience required, just a 
willingness to experiment and be open-minded.

17th May  INTRODUCTION TO MODERN CALLIGRAPHY WITH TOASTY TYPE – Jen Fisher
Jen is a Modern Calligrapher and illustrator working from her cosy studio in the vibrant East End of Glasgow. With a passion for 
creating bespoke, heartfelt designs, she specialises in crafting unique artworks for couples getting married. Beyond weddings, 
Jen collaborates with a variety of corporate clients, including renowned names like Gleneagles, The Macallan, Lululemon,  
All Saints, and Radley. 

In this one-day workshop, Jen will guide you through the essentials of modern calligraphy using a brush pen. You’ll begin by 
learning foundational strokes and shapes, the building blocks that form letters and words. You will then move on to creating 
beautiful letterforms, exploring how to connect them into flowing words. You’ll also get the chance to try out faux calligraphy on 
a variety of surfaces, from chalkboards and signage to clothing and paper crafts. There will also be an opportunity to experiment 
with different tools, opening up even more creative possibilities.

By the end of the day, you’ll walk away with a brand-new skill set, ready to create stunning pieces of your own.  
No prior experience is needed, and all materials are provided—including a pack of worksheets to help you keep practicing at home. 
Whether for relaxation, personal projects, or gifts, this workshop is the perfect way to dive into the world of modern calligraphy.

7th – 8th June  PORTRAITURE IN OILS – Joan Lawson
Joan studied at Glasgow School of Art and taught for many years before establishing her own art school, Robinwood, in Ayr  
in 1993. She is a practising artist enjoying working in a variety of mediums.

In this workshop Joan will be guiding participants to paint a portrait working from participant's own photographs, focusing on 
facial anatomy and shadows and planes of the face, and painting flesh.

On Day 1 we will look at facial proportions, adults v children and the face seen at different angles and how shadows make the 
form. We will practice drawing the eyes, nose, mouth, ears, chin and neck. In the afternoon, using burnt sienna oil, we will paint 
your choice of portrait. This will be the underpainting.

On Day 2 we look at the colours of flesh. Using a specific palette technique, you will premix all the colours you need to complete 
your portrait. The class will end with an individual critique on each student's work. 

This workshop is not suitable for beginners.

19th July  PLASTIC FANTASTIC – Amelia Rowe
Initially trained as a modelmaker, Amelia has more recently enjoyed working as a community artist. Creatively re-using all 
manner of discarded materials, Amelia enjoys creating artworks with groups and extending knowledge of techniques in relaxed 
workshop settings.

In this fun, beginner friendly workshop, participants will use plastic waste from plastic bags & packaging to design and then 
create new sheets of bespoke material. These will be turned into a range of useful (coinpurse/wallet, glasses case, etc) and 
decorative items (jewellery, hangings ) over the day using simple methods and hand tools.

Everything provided and attendees are also encouraged to bring their own plastic bags, etc. for inclusion if they have any lying around.

2nd August  PET PORTRAITURE IN CHARCOAL – Lisa Derrick
Lisa graduated with a Fine Art degree, studying in many mediums including painting and drawing. She is a practising landscape 
artist, working from her studio in Erskine, Renfrewshire, but also loves creating commissioned charcoal drawings of people’s 
beloved pets.

In this one-day workshop participants will create a charcoal drawing of a pet, with specific focus on creating realistic fur. There 
will be several demonstrations exploring a variety of techniques and tools to achieve this. We will then apply all these learnt 
techniques to the final drawing in order for each participant to go home with a drawing of their favourite pet. Participants to 
bring photographs of their pets to work from. 

This workshop is suitable for all abilities.

27th – 28th September  SLAB BUILDING IN CLAY – Tim Pomeroy
Tim Pomeroy is an Arran-based artist who exhibits sculptures in Edinburgh and London. He has major works in Provands 
Lordship and Glasgow Cathedral. Also in Kelvingrove Museum & Art Gallery. He is currently working on a commission for the 
Garden of Cosmic Speculation.  

Day 1 – Introduction to slab building in clay. The theory, technique and practice will be explored. Historical examples shown. 
Participants will spend the day making simple clay slab-ware boxes/containers. Fitting lids, applying simple decoration. 

Day 2 – Using the experience from day 1, the workshop participants will aim to make a more ambitious slab-ware object.  
Small sculptures of old crofts and lighthouses will be made using the slab technique. These will be functional tea-light holders, 
incense burners or essential oil diffusers. (This is just a guide line and participants are totally free to choose their own subject 
to explore the technique). 

An additional charge will be requested for purchase of clay and energy to fire the finished objects. All clay working tools will be 
supplied. Participants are free to bring their own. Essential that participants should bring sketchbooks and drawing materials. 
Assistance and support given at every stage of the process. 

18th October  COLOUR MIXING FOR LANDSCAPE PAINTING – Ewen Duncan
Ewen Duncan, artist and founder of art4you Scotland, has many years of experience in various art forms and mediums.  
He is a Glasgow School of Art graduate followed by post graduate studies in New York. His life has been varied and each change 
has had an influence on his own work. He also worked in TV and film set design until setting up the art school art4you Scotland in 
2010. 

The 1 day colour mixing for landscape painting workshop will be a practice-based look at the three properties of colour, hue 
value and saturation. The workshop will give a framework to enable participants to continue colour exercises and experiments 
independently working on a landscape of their choice. It is suitable for both beginners and more advanced artists who want to 
expand the knowledge of how to mix colour for their artwork.

You will learn: the three properties of colour and how they relate and interact. How to mix colour in a methodical way. How to 
use colour with intention and how to apply the learned to a landscape painting. The workshop will be demonstrated using  
acrylic paint, but oil paint can be used if preferred. 

15th November  STRAW TYING, WEAVING AND PLAITING FOR YULE – Julia Bovee
Julia studied Applied Arts (Craft) at Brighton University working mainly with glass, metal and ceramic. A keen interest in nature 
and traditional celebration and a want for a less environmentally impactful craft led her to start working with straw. Her work 
predominantly relates to nature and the renewal of life and is heavily influenced by ritual celebrations of British and native 
culture. Costume and performance art also have a strong link to her work.

Throughout the day you will learn how to weave, plait and tie straw in order to make a selection of Yuletide decorations. By the 
end of the day you should have a selection of small pieces of decorative straw work to take home with you, helping to keep this 
endangered and beautiful craft alive. Materials will be supplied. No previous experience required. Bring scissors, ruler or measuring 
tape, pen and paper and some ribbons.

WORKSHOPS (See website for further details)


